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A caveat in the concluding section of our paper states that it would be impossible to provide a comprehensive sample of synthesis case studies that reflects all the major research areas in estuarine and coastal science. In retrospect, however, we realize that the paper generally ignores two key fields of study, which are particularly active coastal research topics. Here we correct that omission by providing a few representative studies of synthesis in these two research areas: sediment biogeochemistry and seagrass ecology. Examples of synthesis research in sediment biogeochemistry include cross-system comparisons of nitrification (Henriksen and Kemp 1988 ) and denitrification (Pina-Ochoa and Alvarez-Cobelas 2006) in estuaries and other aquatic systems, of benthic nutrient recycling processes (Boynton and Kemp 2008) , and of sediment biogeochemical processes in different coastal habitat types (Eyre and Ferguson 2002) . Other synthetic studies include an integrated comparison of differences in phosphorus cycles and buffers in rivers versus estuaries worldwide (Froelich 1988 ) and a derivation of empirical equations that describe factors controlling key sediment diagenetic processes (e.g., Middelburg et al. 1997) . In seagrass ecology comparative statistical analysis of data quantifies the minimum environmental conditions needed for plant survival in eutrophic waters (e.g., Dennison et al. 1993; Kemp et al. 2004 ) and describes seagrass bed feedback effects that enhance conditions for plant growth (e.g., McGlathery et al. 2007 ; van der Heide et al. 2011) . Recent synthetic research also quantifies the global decline of seagrass beds and the associated loss of ecosystem services (Waycott et al. 2009 ), while other cross-system comparisons illustrate the proportional loss of total ecosystem production attributable to these seagrass declines (e.g., Borum and Sand-Jensen 1996) , and time series analyses contrast diverse patterns of seagrass response to changes in nutrient loading for different regions of a large estuarine ecosystem (e.g., Orth et al. 2010) . We hope that these additions adequately reflect the importance of synthesis studies in these key research areas.
